Proposed IFAJ-Yara Award for reporting on sustainable world agriculture

Project description and background

Yara International ASA, a global firm specializing in agricultural products and environmental protection agents, proposes to sponsor a themed communications contest for IFAJ members for three years (2011-2013). 

Cash prizes for first (3,000 euro), second (1,500 euro) and third place (750 euro) will be awarded, with the winners of the first awards announced at the 2011 IFAJ Congress in Canada, September 2011.

All IFAJ members can participate in this contest. For the first contest, the entry must be published or aired between January 1, 2010 and June 1, 2011. Future contests will be 12 month periods. All entries must be written or spoken in English, with allowances made by the judges for entries from people for whom English is not the first language (mother tongue). 

The award will be managed by the IFAJ professional development committee, under the direction of the secretary general with assistance from the executive secretary.

IFAJ will ensure the new contest is well coordinated and has ample administrative resources, which may mean hiring freelance support, depending on the number of entries. 

Timetable 
January 2011 – competition considered and approved by IFAJ executive committee
February 2011 – 

· Contest entry form goes online at www.ifaj.org. 

-     Executive committee members inform their members of this new competition

· IFAJ newsletter, website and email lists publicize the contest

-    IFAJ links to Yara on IFAJ website home page
-    Judges identified
March, 2011 – 
· Further promotion through executive committee, newsletter and website

· Judges confirmed
June 15 2011 – Contest deadline.

July 15 2011 – Winners selected

August  2011 – Ceremonial checks and news releases prepared for issue at the congress.

September  2011 – Yara representative announces contest winners at the 2011 Congress in Canada, as part of the annual awards ceremonies.

October 2011 – 

-IFAJ begins promotion for 2012 contest and builds awareness through website, email and newsletter, as well as executive committee member direct contact with members.

-IFAJ publishes the works of the winners at their home web page.

-Program evaluation

Program evaluation

A thorough evaluation of the program before 31 October 2011 can ensure its viability.
The IFAJ-Yara Award for reporting on sustainable world agriculture provides a unique professional development opportunity for all IFAJ members to participate in a broad-based contest that is relevant to current global issues – the goal of higher food production with a lower carbon footprint. It will be unique among IFAJ contests in that it is open to all members and it is focused on a particular theme. 

The theme will encourage debate over solutions to world hunger and sustainability. The published works of the winners will be a valuable reference and inspiration for other communicators as well as opinion leaders, decision makers and policy influencers.
